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Christmas Around the World

What is Christmas?

Christmas is a religious holiday which celsbrates the birth of the son
of God, Jesus Christ, on the 25th December. Although it is a Christian
holiday, it is actually one that derives from a lot of Pagan traditions.

Celebrations

Christmas is celebrated by millions of people all over the world,
Christian and non-Christian. It s a time of gathering with family and
friends. There are some mostly universal traditions, such as decorating
houses with lights, trees, candles and having a Christmas dinner. There
are also some very unique traditions, specific to certain countries.

Ireland Russia
People light candles (often red An old lady called Baboushka
‘and decorated with sprigs of roams around giving presentz
holly) in the windows of their to children to make up for the
home o act az a guids for mistake of being too buzy to
Mary and Joseph to their place | | guide the wize men to the baby
of ret Jecus in biblical times.
Japan France
Kentucky Fried Chicken (KFC)
hasz become the nationz o fost of S¢. Nicholas
(6th December) is the main
Javourite dish for Christmas celebration, when St. Nick will
dinner; it is so popular that ride around on his slsigh giving
you need to make a reservation e o children.

to at there on Christmas day.
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The Caribbean Spain
The children leave out hay-

People clean their house
e o filled boots at night, 5 that,
for Christmas - they sometimes || 4 Christmas morning, the hay
e " will have been replaced with
epaint entire rooms! chocolates, presents or money.

Slovakia
The head of the family will throw Loksa (bread, poppy seeds and
water) up at the ceiling. The longer it stays glued to the ceiling, the
better the crops will be.

1. What s Christmas the celebration of?

2. Find two words or phrases linked to ‘eating’

3. Who gives presents to children in Russia?
How is this different to France?

4 There are also some very unique traditions..*
Tick the word closest in meaning to ‘unique’

5. Which country would you most liketo vist at Christmas time?
Explain Why?





